
 

CATLAB, LLC    19 Levesque Drive, Eliot ME, 03903     207.200.9950     www.CATLABLLC.com      info@catlatllc.com 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE             FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

 

Seacoast Entrepreneur Opens Marijuana Testing Facility 

CATLAB Cannabis Testing Lab Accepting Medical Samples; Adult Use Market to Follow  

 

ELIOT, MAINE- When Guy Sylvester decided to enter the Cannabis Market in Maine, he knew he would face 

a few hurdles, he just didn’t realize that a global pandemic would be one of them.  

In 2018, Sylvester, CEO of Absolute Resource Associates (ARA), an environmental testing lab in 

Portsmouth, NH, began fielding questions from colleagues and customers about ARA’s testing capabilities, 

specifically for cannabis. Maine voters had recently approved adult recreational use of marijuana, and as 

legislators worked on developing the framework and logistics of the law, it became clear that testing facilities 

were going to be needed to ensure product safety. The problem was, Sylvester’s environmental lab is 

located in NH, where marijuana remains illegal.  

Ever the entrepreneur, Sylvester, who has operated, built, and grown analytical laboratories all over the U.S. 

since the 1980’s, decided to open a second laboratory, this one just over the border in Eliot, Maine, which 

would specialize in cannabis testing. He began implementing his plan in late 2019, and despite being thrown 

roadblocks due to the COVID pandemic in 2020, Sylvester spent most of the past year researching the 

market, finding a suitable building space, obtaining permits and licenses, purchasing equipment, and hiring 

staff for his new business. Sylvester has named the new business CATLAB, an acronym for Cannabis 

Analytical Testing Laboratory,  

The CATLAB staff, all with strong backgrounds in chemistry, laboratory testing and compliance, has moved 

into the new space and began accepting medical use flower and products for testing earlier this month. 

According to CATLAB President Geoff Sylvester, “we will have final audits by the CDC and OMP in the 

coming weeks and will start accepting adult use cannabis samples for testing, hopefully by April.” OMP refers 

to the Maine Office of Marijuana Policy, which was created by The Mills Administration in 2019 and is 

responsible for the oversight of all aspects of the legalized marijuana program. 

Once all certifications are in place, CATLAB will be one of only a handful of marijuana testing facilities in the 

state of Maine. Testing is mandated by the state to measure product potency and to verify that cannabis is 

clean from contaminants. "It's really about helping the cannabis industry provide a clean, safe product for the 

consumer," said CATLAB Customer Relations Officer Jane Stratton. "If these products are being consumed 

by the public, we want to make sure that they are safe and accurately labeled. Our clients are the growers 

and producers, and if they can tell their customers that their products have been tested for safety and 

potency by a state certified laboratory, that goes a long way in establishing consumer confidence in this 

growing industry.”  

CATLAB is accredited through a third party, Perry Johnson Laboratory Accreditation (PJLA), in accordance 

with the recognized International Standard: ISO/IEC 17025:2017. For more information about CATLAB visit 

www.catlabllc.com.  For more information about the cannabis laws in Maine visit www.maine.gov/dafs/omp  

CATLAB, LLC is a commercial analytical testing laboratory proudly serving the medical and recreational cannabis markets in Maine. 
CATLAB, short for Cannabis Analytical Testing Laboratory, provides certified professional testing services to cannabis growers and 
medical marijuana dispensaries as they comply with regulations related to human safety, product potency, and contaminant testing. 

http://www.catlabllc.com/

